THE GEORGE PUTNAM FUND OF BOSTON

FIFTY STATE STREET

OFFICE OF THE TRUSTEES

Mareh 30, 1942

The President
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Franklin:

I am taking the liberty of writing to you
because [ believe that a situation is developing that
might become serious., There is no use in writing to
Archilie MacLelsh about it, as he has no more power than

1 have to correct it. X1773 = X469S" % /44

1 refer to excessive censorship of news,
Iveryone believes that the German and Japanese general
staffs get at least most of the facts and that only loyal
Americans are kept in ignorance.

What 1 think I detect is the same sort of numb
end disturbed feeling (not complacent at all) that existed
in Neville Chamberlain's Fngland or Daladier's France.

The Navy raids Wake Island? The Japs give their
version immediately. The Navy waits a month before

giving theirs, To say that the necessity for radio silence
should cause as much delay as that seems specious.

Why not give us some of the real facts about our
production program? Something to make us all realize
what is being accomplished? People are trying to work
herd, but there is such worry and uncertainty that the

reaults are¢ not what they might be, There are two things
thet eould meke them produce that extra effort that gets

the superlative results, One 1s a feeling of desperation
such u the British had after Dunkirk, n.nd the other is
the enthusiasm from results known anﬁ shared, God protect
us from ever having the first stimulus, but a more intel-
ligont handling of tha news could she us some of the

nlond. g—ﬂﬁ‘ 7 & x,,,.,s?
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Marech 30, 1942

A small detail, but one that should be
better handled, is the matter of official communiques.

In all the welter of people in Washington it should be
possible to find some one who can meke these readable.

In view of the conversation that we had the
last time that you eand I talked together, I shall be
curious to know whether this letter ever gets to you
personally. The evil that I speak of has not yet
reached serious proportions, but the time to correct
1t 1s before it takes hold more deeply. The action
must come from you as none of your subordinates down
the line would dare to change the existing routine.

Meybe some real faets in one of your press conferences
would be a good beginning.,

Sincerely yours,

=l
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THE GEORGE PUTNAM FUND OF BOSTON

FIFTY STATE STREET
ity WHITE HOUSE

Airr 0 12 12 PN 07

RECEIVED

e
‘OFFICE OF THE TRUSTEES

April 7, 1942

"y

The President :

White House ~ /ﬂ /’7 -;7.
. . » -;

Washington, D.

X @
Dear Franklin: 6 J /Q

It was very nice of you indeed to take the
trouble to answer my letter., As a matter of fact, as

you well know I should not have written at all had I

not felt that a situation was developing which might
become quite serious.

I em a l1little surprised by your second
pareagraph. As I understand it a Task Force is sent out
by the Navy Department to raid some particular Jap
Island. The raid is successful (we hope) and the Japs
announce their version of the story. Is it possible that
our Navy Department knows nothing except the Tokyio
version until our ships arrive at some refueling base
days later? This seems to me rather incredible. It was
my thought that the Navy could announce something before
they were prepared to give entire and full details.

I have never assumed or heard anyone else assume
that anything given out was other than the truth. I
think you and your people deserve a great deal of credit
for that, My letter was based on the belief that an un-
necessary amount of secrecy was being indulged in and that
the morale of this country which is fundamentally very

sound could be and would be stimulated by more information
as to exactly what our effort is produecing.

A very large percentage of the population is
engaged in some way In furthering the National Effort.
Naturally most people's Jobs are so small that they can
not see the whole pleture, In order to produce that extra
something of effort I believe it necessary and proper that

more informetion or results be givem out,
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exend
point and a very definite start
AS ever yours,

Donald Nelson over the we
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Dear Anna:
Perhaps you will recall the enclosed letter from your
friend, Janet Mabie, who wrote about Amelia Earhart. Admiral

sent me information contained in the Navy

-

if Miss Mabie contacted Mr. Gene '
jve her more accurate information than we seem to hawve.

I do hope that Johnny continues
will have him home with you very soon. Don't forget I want %o
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Dear Anna:

Perhaps you will recall the enclosed letter from your
friend, Janet Mabie, who wrote about Amelia Earhart. Admiral

Brown has sent me information contained in the Navy Department's

files in regard to her proposed flight to the Pacific. However,
they do not seem to know much about what was done by the President

in the way of searching for her plane when she was long overdue.

I bave a vague mclloction_ of the President telling the

hing was done humanly pos-
not am.toboanythimmnitinz

g oonmtod h'. Gene Vidal, he might

[&

orﬂtim than we seem to have.

continues to hold his own and that
ery soon, Don't forget I want to
Mmhluantf.lc free
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Office of Naval Records has no information in

<«

Naval Operations to indicate there was White House
search for Amella Earhart: It would appear that swhatever
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

9 April 1945.

Miss Tully.

Aid given by the President in the search for Amelia
Earhart.

White House files disclose that on July 26, 1937 the

President told Secretary McIntyre that he would like to see Mr.
Gene Vidal for five or ten minutes. It appears that at that time

Mr. Vidael (referred to in Miss Mabie's letter) was in very close

touch with Mr. Putnam, husband of Amelia Earhart. Other files show
thet at this same time Mr. Marvin McIntyre was in contact with Mr.

Putnam and apparently was acting as liaison between Mr. Putnam and

the State Department, which was active in enlisting the participation
of the British in a search through the Gilbert Islands. This search

took place about the first week in August 1937.

Going back earlier, we do find a letter in the files of
+he Naval Aide to the President written by Amelia Earhart to the .

President asking the President to help her secure naval cooperation
in her proposed flight. This lelter was passed to the Chief of Naval

Operations on 16 November 1936 via Captain Paul H. Bastedo (the Naval

jide) stating that "the President hoped the Navy would do what they
could to cooperate with Miss Amelia Earhart in her proposed flight and

thet in this connection contact should be made with her husband, Mr.
Putnanm."

The Office of Naval Records has no information in the files
of the Chief of Naval Operations to indicate there was White House

interest in the search for Amelia Earhart. It would appear that«ihateyar:

the President did was done by personal conversation or by telephone.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

45 East 55th Street
; New York City
March 26, 1945 25 March, 19495

Memorandum for Miss Tully:

The attached speaks for itself.

Perhaps you know enough about whatever
Father did to help in the search for

Ameilia karhart to give the lady the aphy of Amella Earhart. By
informa tion without bothering Father, Science Monitor to cover her, 1

E)theMs:s:, if you want me to answer timately nine years of her
1t and will give me whatever information

you do have, I will be glad to answer it,

of character and personalltly

A.R.B. avolding ground hitherto covered
luck in finding sources of new
great people.,

rsations with Mr, Bernard Baruch
pologize for writing you in the
ne San Francisco Conference, toO
ortunately I am trapped by the
ff, and must do it now or not atv
d understand this, considering

d a special quality in AE, and
hed, I know that after she dis-
he search, moreover drawing on
urself, direct the details, Yet
a dull way for me to handle 1it,
o at that, To do Jjustice to the
to show that The President per-
e actual steps, the atmosphere
ttention spared by a phenomenally
. 1t happened from hour to hour

- | an interest, Parenthetically I
am.just back from.Califor .a where 'Went to talk with AE's mother., 1
don't think she knows how, and how much,you helped, and 1t would touch
and gratify her if 1t were part of the book. She is gallant about
losing AE, and cherishes special ovidences of admiration of her,

And so, for a book designed as a {festament of admiration, I
canlt resist taking the 11iberty of asking you direct, if some way'¢ln.f
'be worked out., I would llke to ask to see you but have a feeling that
is too much., Mr, Vidal 1s wonderful about recalling the day-to-dqyg_@
| ohs ﬂeimumat ances, But 1f I could possibly have some of 1t from you 7 In
‘-w***i‘i?fé-?‘*7?7‘?"**' L san a‘am, ba‘bh he a“nd Mr, Baruch oneourage me. to nalco the try. L




45 East 55th Street
New York City
25 March, 1945

The Honourable Franklin D. Roosevelt,
The White House,

Washington, D.Cs.

My dear Mr. Presidents

I am in process of writing a blography of Amelia Earhart, By
way of being assigned by The Christlan Science Monitor to cover her, 1
saw her continuously through the approximately nine years of her
public l1life.

Approaching the subject 1ln terms of charscter and personalltly
rather than events, 1 am dellberately avolding ground hithertc covered
as much as I can, and having marvelous luck in finding sources of new
light on someone I feel was one of the great people,

This week I had invaluable conversations with Mr, Bernard Baruch
end Mr. Gene Vidal. I feel I should apologlze for writing you in the
preoccupied period between Yalta and the San Francisco Conference, tO
say nothing of the war itself. But unfortunately 1 am trapped by the
degdline of the mss., only six weeks off, and must do it now or not atv
e1l. Both men seemed to feel you would understand this, consldering

the S'U.bj ecte

I know you perceived and admired a special quality in AE, and
the things she stood for and accomplished. I know that after she dis=-
appeared you bore a personal hand in the search, moreover drawing on
an unparalleled naval experlence to,yourself, direct the detalls. Yet
you will appreciate why that would be a dull way for me to handle 1%,
just to say that you did, and let 1t go at that, To do justice to the
Pacts 1t would be very moving I think to show that The President per-
sonally helped with the search, and the actual steps, the atmosphere
of personal concern, the experlenced attentlon spared by a phenomenally
busy men, 1f 1 could tell the story as it happened from hour to hour
end day to day 1t would be maximum human interest. Parenthetlcally 1
am just back from Callforpla where I went to talk with AE's mother. 1
don't think she knows how, and how much,you helped, and it would touch
and gratify her 1f 1t were part of the booke She is gallant about & .
losing AE, and cherishes special evlidences of admiration of her. % <8

> b

can't resist taking the llberty of asking you direct, if some way can

be worked out, I would llke to ask to see you but have a feellng that

g -
« Wl

{s too much, Mr., Vidal 1s wonderful about recalling the d‘?"t.o"'d-gy%?‘J-f';
oircumstances, But 1f I could possibly have some of 1t from you % "“

any case, both he and Mr. Baruch encourage me to make the trye - " &i g

L

And so, for a book designed as a festament of admiration, 1 ;Ef




Miss Tully.

AMd given by the President in the search for Amelia
E&rh&rt.

White House files disclose that om July 26, 1937 the
President told Secretary McIntyre that he would like to see Mr.
Gene Vidsl for five or ten minutes. 1t appears that at that time
Mr. Vidal (referred to in Miss Mebie's letter) was im very close

touch with Mr. Putnam, husband of Amelia Earhart. Other files show
thet st this same time Mr. Marvin McIntyre was in contact with Mr.
Putnsm snd spparently was acting as liaison beilween Mr. Putnam and
the State Department, which was active in enlisting the perticipation
of the British im a search through the Gilbert Islands. This search

took plece about the first week in August 1937.

Going back earlier, we do find a letter im the files of
the Beval Aide to the President written by Amelia Earhart to the
President asking the President tc help her secure naval cooperatiom
im her proposed flight. This letler was paesed to the Chief of Naval
Operstions on 16 November 1936 vie Captain Paul H. Bastedo (the Naval

"the President hoped the Navy would do what they
Amelia Rarbart in her proposed flight amd

of the Ghi.f of Waeval Operations to indicate there was White House |
interest in the search for Amelia Barhart. It would appear that whatever
the President did was done by personal conversation or by telsphome.

The Office of Maval Records has no informatiom im the fi
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GEORGE P.,
New York,
, 1938,
Amelia Earhart
and
See P.P.F.37-P

Poindexter

PUTNAM,
Jan, 28
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omen's Aetivities, Democratic State Committes,
“&W YGI’k, H'ri

October ‘. 19&

rites %o Mise Leliand onclosing a ¢-rd which wos honded to her by Mr.
Dowling, who told her at the seme time, thet Mr, Emasuel Cohen had just handed
in & che¢ek for $1,000. Mr. Cohen was approached by Mr, George Palmer Putnam.

Mirs. Boettiger ataies that Mr, Dowling thinks that the President should write

Mr. Cohen a porsonal note of thanks. Enclosed is newspaper e¢lipping containing
artitle captioned "My Day", written on the previous day by the President's wife,.
Un Oct. 20, 1936 Col. MeIntyre wrote personal mote to Mr, Emanuel Cohen, ¢/o Major

Pictures Corportion, Hollywood, Calif, expressing the appreciation of "all of us"
coneerning the adove.
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Sl BUDGET, The Acting Director of the Bureau of the

LN Jan. 8, 1937
Mr. McIntyre referred for draft reply a wire of Jan. 8 to the Presi-

STk LA dent from Amelia Earhart, Burbank, Cal., who says just before the President left

i . - R A

, for South America she wrote about her proposed round the world flight this

spring and hoped for Navy Cooperation in refuelling west of Hawaii, which was

"*1‘ subsequently kindly arranged by Admiral Standley. Says since then the neces-

*» sity for suech difficult and costly maneuvers has been obviated and instead she

,_4 hopee t0 land on Howland lsland where the Government is about to establish an

5“' B 3 emergency field. B8ays Dept. of Commerce approves her plan and the lnterior
figgégjjgf Dept. is wery cooperative as is the Coast Guard. Says all details are arranged
SO T and the construction party with equipment due to sail from Honolulu next week.

- Says she is now informed that apparently some question re WPA appropriation in

amount of $3,000 which covers all costs other than those borne by her for this
mid-pacific pioneer landing field which will be permanently useful and valuable
B aeronautically and nationally., Understands its moving requires executive approval
b end asks that it be expedited., = Director Bell submitted draft, which Mr. Mc-

SRR e Intyre sent Miss Earhart on Jan. 11 saying, in part, that an allocation of

Federal funds has been made by the President to WPA to enable the Bureau of Air
» N Commerce to cerry out the construction of such a field. Understands the neces-
SR s e sary equipment and labor for this work will be transported to Howland Island

AR S by the Coesst Guard Service on & boat scheduled to leave Honolulu on Jan. 12th.
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The Aeting Director of the Bureau of the
Jan, 8, 1937

Mr., Mclntyre referred for draft reply a wire of Jan, 8 to the Fresi-
dent from Amelia Earh:rt, Burbank, Cal., who says just before the President left
for “outh America she wrote sbout her proposed round the world flight this
spring and hoped for Nevy Cooperation in refuelling west of Hawail, whieh was
subsequently kindly arranged by Admiral Standley. OSays since then the neces-
sity for such difficult and costly maneuvers has been obviated and instead she
hopee to land on Howland lsland where the Government is about to establish an
emergency field. Says Dopt. of Conmerce approves her plan and the Interior
Dept. is very cooperative as is the Coast Guard. Says all details are arranged
and the construction rarty with equipment due to sail from Honolulu next week.
says she is now informed that apparently some question re WPA appropriation in
amount of $3,000 which eovers all costs other than tho-e borne by her for this
mid-pacific pioneer landing field which will be permanently useful and valuable
aeronautically and nationally. Understands its moving requires executive approval
énd asks that it be expedited. - Director Bell submitted draft, vhiech Mr.
intyre sent Miss Larhart on Jan., 11 saying, in part, that an allocation of
Ffederal funds has been made by the President to WPA to enable the Bureau of Air
vommerce to carry out the construction of such a field. Understands the neces-
sary equipment and labor for this work will be transported to Howland Islend

by the Coast Guard Service on a boat scheduled to leave Honolulu on Jan. 12th.




CROSSON, Charles S.,

Huguenot Park, Staten Island, N.Y., N.Y.
Jmll 30, 1938.

Sends two covers, a stamp doily and a picture of Amelia Earhart to the
President. Extends birthday greetings. T
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The following send birthday greetings to the pPresident., Filed 2-1-38

CHAPEL, Mrs. Ella E., GIIM®RE, A.M.,

Warren, Pa. hamego, Kans.

I'AGAN, Theresa, DOWE, James Sylvanus H,,
Mount Vernon, Wash. Dunbar, Pa.

CROSSON, Char JIMENEZ, Mrs. Aguida,

aten Island, N.Y. Hayward, Calif.
Bncloses stamp doily-returned JACOBUS, Charlotte A.,

GRAVELY, Landon Pickinson, Chatham, N.J,

Axton, Va. DOYIE, Margaret,
JOHNSON, Jacob, los Angeles, Calif.
Brattleborok Vi. S (Requests President's signature

ARNETT, Miss Clara. - s BORGENDALE, Charles,
Columbus, Ohio. o Dawson, Minn. ,..

RIEHL, Max M., FOSSLER, Miss Mabel,
Brisbane, N.Dak. ,/ f ; ﬂ ? | Pasadena, Galif,
AUSTIN, Betty Lcu, ! FATSCHER, A. Edwin,

Elwood, Kans. _ Port Richmond, S.I., N.Y.

HARBOUGH, George, (//_ G/ GLIDR, Edward S.,
Oakﬂale, Pa. | aleBain, Mich.

BACON, Mrs. Leon=. KAISSR, Mrs. Margaret,
Los Angeles, Calif. Ha~~cond, Ind.

EDWARD,Jr., Clyds, H.CXS. Miss Thelma,
Bemarton, Texas. M=adow Grove, Newr.

DEUTSCH, Bruce M., DAVIS, Keuneth Leroy,
New York, N.Y. Jackaon, Mich

JENSEN, Mrs. Alfred H., BOLEN, Mrs. Hardie,
Reed Point, Mont. Beeses, S.Car,

41'EGORY, G.E., BALOGH, Joe,
Mayfield, Ky. Windber, Pa.,
"RANCO, Grace, CASEY, Virginia,
Brooklyn, N.Y. Elkin, N.Car.
3ILLING, June, GAMPER, Mrs. John,
Anna, Ohio. - Medford, Wisc.
XRAUS, > ' BRYAN, Mrs. William,
Pleasant Dale, Nebr. 5% San Francisce, Calif.
DOUGLAS, Helen, LS e e GENNIS, Melvin,
Everett, Wash. s e AR Detroit, Mich.
EARL, Kenneth, - et RGN B R DAY, Phyllis Jean,
_ Jasper, Mo. ' | £
CUPPY, LaVerne,

- ¥ -k
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Los Angeles, Calif,
1-28-38

”
"Amelia Earhart”.
t the President a photograph of R L
Sen
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Dt dihy 4940 AGKA. 10/ 16/43.

Let. to the fresident asking his aid in securing an Arny or Ilavy Bzand
for the Mavy Day celebration at wnhich time the Amelia Barhart: Memnorial Civic Cluo
is goinz to dedichte the flying ambulance '"the anelia Sarhart Ship of ‘ercy."

I'rs. Amy Zarhart, nother of Amelia, will christen the ambulance. :
Crig, let. referred by memo, 10/16/.3, to the Vlar Dept, for attentlon
and ack. Copy of let. referred by nemo, 10/16/.3, to Mavy Dept. for attention and

ack. Coopy retained for our files,

So== 18-Hsc.
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Amelia Eartiant Memorial Civic Club

avwyDay, Wednesday October 27th, 1943

#7L.




